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Similkameen Falls, where Enloe Dam is located, can be seen from a new trail that goes 
to the falls. Four environmental groups say the the Okanogan County PUD’s proposal to 
restart hydroelectric facilities there would cost ratepayers, and local businesses who 
could lose tourism dollars if the falls are de-watered to produce power.

OROVILLE — An Okanogan County PUD proposal to relicense Enloe Dam 
on the Similkameen River near Oroville doesn’t make economic sense, four 
environmental groups contend.

The PUD has been working for seven years toward restarting operations at 
the dam, which was built in 1920 but stopped producing power in 1959 
when it became cheaper to buy from the Bonneville Power Administration.
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Environmental groups say it’s still cheaper to buy power on the open 
market, and restarting the hydroelectric facility would cost ratepayers $26 
per megawatt hour produced.

Ernie Bolz, PUD commissioner who represents the Oroville area, said he’ll 
wait until a license is issued and a new economic analysis is done before 
deciding whether the project should move ahead. The utility is in the last 
stages of relicensing Enloe Dam with the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission.

The four groups — Columbia Bioregional Education Project, American 
Whitewater, Center for Environmental Law & Policy, and the Hydropower 
Reform Coalition — hired Rocky Mountain Econometrics of Boise, Idaho to 
conduct an economic analysis of the utility’s proposal. They released its 44-
page analysis Tuesday.

In it, the consultants raise several issues:

Construction costs have increased since the Okanogan PUD’s 2008 
analysis, so building the new facility will cost more than $40 million, instead 
of the $31 million projected by the utility.

The price for electricity on the open market has decreased since 2008, so 
potential revenue from the dam has dropped by 50 percent.

Under today’s market prices, the PUD is would get about $44 per megawatt 
hour, not the $66 per megawatt hour projected in the PUD’s analysis.

Unless open market power prices jump back to levels seen in 2007 and 
2008, the $58.20 per megawatt hour cost of operating Enloe Dam will be 
greater than the cost of buying power for many years, “perhaps in 
perpetuity.”

Okanogan County could also lose over $516,000 a year in tourism dollars if 
the Similkameen Falls is de-watered as proposed.



“Those falls will be pretty much dry for eight months of the year,” said Jere 
Gillespie, an Oroville area resident and spokeswoman for the Columbia 
Bioregional Education Project, said she thinks many people don’t know that 
the hydro project would send most of the water from the falls into two 
turbines to generate electricity.

Gillespie said a new trail — now a segment of the 1,200-mile Pacific 
Northwest National Scenic Trail from Oroville to the waterfalls — will be 
less attractive if there’s little to no water in it.

Bolz said the PUD’s cost estimates were just a starting point, and were not 
intended to be used in the utility’s final decision about whether to move 
forward with rebuilding the hydroelectric facilities.

“We have not yet received a license, and until we receive a license and 
know what our mitigation costs are in the project, we couldn’t even begin to 
make an estimate based on what the reality will be,” he said.

Bolz said the utility is hoping that power generated at the dam could be 
classified as renewable, which may increase the price for power.

The commissioner added that the groups hiring the economic consultant 
are also interested in taking out Enloe Dam. “If they can kill this project, the 
next thing they’ll want to do is remove the dam,” he said.
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